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on January 11 and obtained a majority at a joint session of the central committees of the Bolshevik and the Left Socialist Revolutionary parties the next day. Lenin was defeated, and this explains why his Theses were not published until February 24.
Meanwhile the situation in Brest-Li to vsk was complicated by the arrival of the delegation of the Ukrainian Rada, which was duly admitted, with the approval of Trotsky, to participate in the work of the conference (January 9, N.S.). On February 1, N.S., however, the central Powers recognized the Ukrainian People's Republic as a sovereign state, and on February 9, N.S., at the very time when the Bolsheviks were occupying Kiev, the central Powers concluded with the representatives of the Rada a peace treaty which put at their disposal the desperately needed Ukrainian grain and other agricultural products and paved the way for the Austro-German intervention in the south of Russia. The German high command was exasperated by Bolshevik procrastinations and the stream of vitriolic propaganda that poured across the Russian border: Lenin and Trotsky grossly exaggerated the revolutionary potentialities of Brest-Litovsk and were playing for time. A German ultimatum extending the areas of the proposed annexations was drafted but not delivered because of von Kiihlmann's threat of resignation. The intolerable situation was brought to an end on February 10, N.S., when Trotsky dramatically announced that Russia refused to sign a peace of annexation but at the same time declared that the state of war with the central Powers was ended. Orders for the demobilization of the Russian army had already been issued. On the same day the Soviet delegation left Brest-Litovsk and was received with enthusiasm in Petrograd. On February 13, N.S., the Central Executive Committee approved the action of the Brest-Litovsk delegation, a motion in which Lenin concurred.
The German high command, however, meant business, and had no difficulty in overriding the hesitations of the civilians and the Aus-trians. The central Powers took the view that Trotsky's action had terminated the armistice, and on February 18 launched an offensive along the entire front, from the Baltic to the Black Sea.11 The advancing armies met with no resistance.
In spite of the imminence of the danger the Bolshevik Party re-
1;t The armistice agreement provided for a seven-day notice prior to the resumption of the hostilities. The notice was actually served on the 16, but the breach of the armistice was reckoned from Feb. 10, N.S.